
“The Long Walk Home” (May, 22, 2016) 
Text: Luke 24:13-35 

• Two people have a tremendous God Encounter with the risen Christ! 
• Why would this story have such appeal to us? 
• Perhaps because we are just like Cleopas and his companion, only a little more so. 

V. 13 “two of them” … Who are the “them?” Who are the “two”? One named, the other 
unnamed. A married couple? I think so. 
I think so because Cleopas’ wife was at the Cross and mentioned by name in John 19:25 
(“Mary”). 
I think so because of V. 28 “They drew near to the village where they were going.” 
They had reached their destination. 
I think so because of V. 29 when they reached home in Emmaus. “Abide /stay with us 
for it is evening and the day is far spent. And he went in to stay with them.” Stay 
overnight in our home. Something a couple would say. V. 30 “He sat at the table with 
them.” !
Amos 3:3 The Marriage Ideal … “Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?” 

• Rowing together even in the wrong direction is corrected easier than two people 
rowing in opposite directions.  

The Real Question? Who is at the helm? If each is fighting for that position instead of 
Jesus controlling the rudder of the boat, then you are in trouble. !

1. The Long Walk Home (to Emmaus about 7 miles N.W. of Jerusalem) 
Really down in the dumps & it showed on faces & in conversation. 

• Already had previous God Encounters? 
V. 21 “We had hoped” (past tense). Lost hope. Fire dwindled. 

• Disappointed that Jesus did not fulfill their expectations … Redeem Israel now. !
Their Problem … People & circumstances were big & God was small. 

• What were they doing leaving Jerusalem in the first place? !
1. They based their assessment of the situation on a partial application of truth. 

(i.e. the path to glory and redemption via pain & suffering) !
2. They based their assessment of the situation on a personal application of truth. 

(Followers of Messiah but with themselves at the center, much like the two argu-
ing who would have the place of prominence in the coming kingdom; promises 
twisted; my kingdom not God’s.) !

3. They based their assessment of the situation on a perverted application of truth. 
(Re: Power … the power of the Cross over the power of death) !

2. The Short Walk Back (to Jerusalem) 



• Countenance, conversation & outlook different this time. Why? 
• V. 25 If these two are what foolish followers and slow believers look like, what 

would wise followers and quick believers look like? 
• What would God say to them? Jn. 20:29, 1 Pet. 1:6-9  !

7 Lessons from our Story 
1. You can be correct without a connect. Correct theology without having a connec-

tion with God. Study about God without knowing God. Following a principle without 
following the Person.  !

2. “They did not know Him” (V. 16) is primary reason disciples of Jesus get unsettled, 
out of sorts, depressed, discouraged & disappointed. Things don’t work out as they 
hoped (secretly believed God promised). They only know God on a shallow & selfish 
level. They don’t believe His Word or trust Him if life gets painful or uncomfortable 
& doesn’t go according to their plan. (Isa. 50:10) !

3. The greatest need in the church today is a burning heart (V. 32) … Passion. Fire. 
Enthusiasm … from personal encounters! !

4. The Place of Enlightenment is the Bible … Ps. 19:7-11 
• Had they remembered the words of Jesus and believed them, they would have 

saved themselves a great deal of sorrow. (Lu. 9:22;   Mt. 17:9, 22-23; Jn. 2:19-22) !
5. The Person of Enlightenment is the Spirit … Jn. 16:13-14 

• Hearts burn when He talks to us, we listen to Him. Take time to sit. 
• Not a new message but old made fresh. Bible becomes new Book. 
• They & we live in post-resurrection time. Following same Jesus. !

6. God’s forgiving, rescuing grace is infinitely greater than our misunderstanding & 
misinterpretation of Word & circumstances. !

7. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead should leave no doubt in our minds that 
God really is in control of the universe & that all things are in his hands, even though 
it might not look like it at times. !

Pray to God completing this statement … !
“If I, truly believe that Jesus is constantly with me then ________” !
“If We, truly believe that Jesus is constantly with us then ______” !
V. 28-29 Jesus responds to our invitation to come in … or we allow him to pass on.  

• Will you invite Him into your life afresh?


