
God Encounter Series 
Today we honor all mothers in celebration of Mother’s Day but we particularly want 
to honor the world’s most famous mother and examine her first and last of many 
“God Encounters”. !

 “The World’s Most Famous Mother” (May 8, 2016) 
Who would that be? None other than Mary the mother of Jesus. !

Introduction  
Matthew and Luke tell us all we know of Mary.  
Engaged or espoused to Joseph the carpenter from Nazareth.  
First recorded God Encounter … happened prior to her marriage.  !
And what an encounter! Angel Gabriel delivered God’s message that she was to bear 
the Messiah, the Savior of the World and that she would be impregnated supernatu-
rally by God’s Holy Spirit, without any sexual relations with a man. This is called the 
Annunciation. !
The announcement was mixed with joy (as expressed in the first NT hymn now known 
as the Magnificat) and grief (as she anticipated the society’s treatment of a “loose 
woman”).  !
Only four knew the truth about Mary’s conception: God; the angel; Mary herself & 
Joseph (angel spoke to him through a dream, reassuring him of Mary’s fidelity and 
that her conception was of God and that he was not to be afraid to take Mary as his 
wife).  !
Mary then fled to her cousin Elizabeth and found strength and encouragement in her 
prophetic words.  

• Was Mary an orphan and without a natural mother?  
• Own mother not one that she could have opened her heart to? !

Text: Luke 1:26-50 
When I examine the life of Mary, I am amazed at the similarities between her spiritu-
al history and a believer’s spiritual history.  !

• Mary was Picked by God & given a Promise from God to receive the Person of 
God by the Power of God for Praise to God. !

1. Picked by God. (1:28-30) Chosen by God’s Grace. Favor. 
• At a particular moment in time, a particular messenger was sent by God, to a 

particular city (Nazareth), to a particular woman (Mary), with a particular 
message from God. 

• Jn. 15:16; Eph. 1:4; 1 Cor. 1:27; James 2:5; 1 Pet. 2:9-10   



!
2. Promise from God. (1:31) Blessed. 

• Claim Isa. 7:14? Negate the Word? 
• “Virgin” Mary … “Virgin” Corinth? (2 Cor. 11:2; 2 Cor. 7:10-11) 
• Body belongs to the Lord (1 Cor. 6:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:15) 

3. Person of God (1:35) … Col. 1:27; Gal. 1:24; 2:20 … “It is no longer I who lives 
but Christ lives in me” !

4. Power of God. (1:35) … Acts 1:8 
• Related but out of touch. She lost Jesus. (Lu. 2:41-50) Familiarity. 
• Lost first love. (Rev. 2:4) 
• Travail in birth again. (Gal. 4:14; 3:1-4) 
• Seek Him first. Commit yourself to be vigilant.  
• Gaze on His Glory. Start each day by focusing on the glory of God (Isa. 40; Ps. 

145; Job 38-42) 
• Remember His Grace. Abounds. Unfailing. !

5. Praise to God (1:48-50)                                            
• “Déjà vu all over again” (Acts 2:14; 2:11)  
• The prayer that Jesus taught us to pray is an "awe prayer" before it is a "ask 

prayer".  !
Mary … 

Was picked by God and given a promise from God to receive the person of God by 
the power of God for praise to God. 

• Mary’s Response (Lu. 1:38) to “with God, nothing will be impossible” and 
“there will be a fulfillment to the one who believes.” (1:45) 

• Mary’s Counsel (Jn. 2:5) !
Your Name … 

Was picked by God and given a promise from God to receive the person of God by 
the power of God for praise to God. !!


